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Commissioned by SSgt. Joseph LeBlanc, "The President's Own" United States Marine Band
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Bois de la Paix was commissioned by clarinetist SSgt. Joseph LeBlanc of the "President's Own"
Marine Band. Bois de la Paix (Wood of Peace) is in reference to 4,000 trees that make up a wood
planted for the 50th anniversary of the Battle of the Bulge. The trees are dedicated to the American
veterans who fought in the Ardennes, Belgian combatants and all the civilians and military who died

in the winter of 1944-45. The Wood of Peace is laid out to recreate the UNICEF emblem: a mother

and child, symbol of human tenderness. This design is only visible from the air.
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